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[0: 00] How are we doi ng?

How are we doing? Yeah? Take out your Bibles with me please.! And turn to the first chapter of
Ephesians.

I Galatians, Ephesians. Philippians, Colossians. Gentiles eat workshops. G-E-P-C. We want the E
of that saying.

We began a month ago or so, this study of this book of Ephesians, which is about the essentials of
healthy Christianity.

What do Christians believe and how do Christians walk? What is the work of God? And then what
does it look like to walk worthy of God's calling of us?

[1:13] So we're | ooking at just the opening sentence that Paul wites
fromverse 3 through verse 14. That includes a nunber of bl essings.

He's blessing the Father for having blessed us with every spiritual blessing. And then beginning of
verse 4, he begins to enumerate those blessings. So | want to read first the text.

We're going to focus on verses 11 through 14 this morning. But | want to read the whole sentence
from verse 3 through 14. So if you're able, please stand as | read Paul's letter to the Ephesians,
chapter 1, beginning of verse 3.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as he chose us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we be holy and blameless before him in love.

He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the kind
intention of his will, to the praise of the glory of his grace, which he freely bestowed on us in the
beloved.

[2:38] In himwe have redenption through his blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he |avished
upon us in all w sdom and insight.

He made known to us the mystery of his will, according to the kind intention which he purposed in
him, with a view to an administration, suitable to the fullness of times, that is, the summing up of all
things in Christ, things in heaven and things upon the earth.

In him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to his purpose,
who works all things after the counsel of his will, to the end that we who were the first to hope in
Christ should be to the praise of his glory.

In him you also, after listening to the message of the truth, the gospel of your salvation, having also
believed you were sealed in him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of his glory.

So reads his word. Let us pray. Father, as we take these moments now to ponder these rich words,
as the apostle Paul writes, as you have infused his mind with these high thoughts, these deep
thoughts, these broad thoughts, may, Father, that roll over to us.

[4:40] Through your Holy Spirit, Father, quicken us and awaken us and
teach us and encourage us through the word.

We pray as well, Lord, we know that faith comes from hearing and hearing, which is the word of
Christ.

So may the word of Christ be proclaimed clearly today, that there may be the giving of faith through
hearing.

We pray this in Christ's name. Amen. Please be seated. Charles Spurgeon, who | mentioned a
couple of weeks ago, that great preacher of the 1850s through the 1890s, was once quoted as
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saying that he was so sure of his salvation that he could grab onto a corn stalk and swing out over
the fires of hell, look into the face of the devil, and sing, Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine.

Do you have that kind of assurance of your salvation? Could you grab a corn stalk and swing over
the fires of hell and sing blessed assurance into the face of the devil himself?

[6:21] Are you that sure has God seal ed you in such a way? This is a topic
today that | |ove because it's about assurance.

We often can think about the gospel and the grace of Christ, the work of Christ, and the faith that
we come to Christ in.

But often we don't talk about assurance of salvation. How can we know? How do we know?

Do you know that you're saved? Do you have assurance of that? Do you know because of a
feeling? Is it a fuzzy feeling?

That's not very reliable because those come and go, don't they? Is it because of something you
did? Can you say, well, you know, back on such and such a date, | wrote it in the front of my Bible, |
walked forward and | prayed the prayer and the pastor told me if | truly believed and prayed this
prayer, | am saved.

[7:39] Are you certain because of sonething you did? | wal ked that aisle,
| prayed that prayer, | signed that card, | threw that stick in the fire
at canp. They still do that?

| don't know. We called it something else besides a stick back in those days. So, how do you know?
That's what we're looking at today. We've been looking at and appreciating the blessings that God
has given. As Paul says, he's worshiping God, he's blessing the Father because he has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing.

And we've noticed several things here. First, in verse four, he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world that we are to be holy, not to live holy, but we are holy before him.

Then in verse five, he predestined us to adoption as sons. So we're adopted to himself for his
pleasure. Again, that's about relationship.

[8:46] Then in verse seven, he adds that in him we have redenption

t hrough his bl ood, the forgiveness of our sins. W're rescued fromthe

sl avery of sin.

Now, that's a present one. That's a present blessing. The first two, verses four and five, those are
things that God did in the past before we even came into existence. Then in verse seven, that's
something that we have in the present.

We have that redemption, forgiveness. And then again, in verse nine, he's made known to us the
mystery of his will. He's made known to us the mystery, the mystery that is his eternal plan in Christ
to bring all things together, to sum up everything in Christ and to unite all things.

And specifically, what he's gonna get into in Ephesians is the uniting of Jews and Gentiles. And it's
called a mystery because that was not revealed in the Old Testament.

That through the Messiah, the Gentiles would come in and be on equal ground. So a radical change
from what it was in the Old Testament.

[9:56] Gentiles could conme, but they were on the outskirts. Renenber,
they're on the farthest out fromthe holy place in the tenple, the court
of the Gentiles, where they sold stuff.

That was where they couldn't come any closer. But then through Christ, and that's what chapter two
in Ephesians is gonna talk about, that Christ has made the way. He's broken down the wall.

So the Gentiles, everyone, Jew or Gentile, can come to the Father, right to the holy place. I'm out of
stage room here. | didn't fall, at least I.

So, we have these blessings. And now we continue in verse 11 now. This all, another blessing that
we have in the present, we've obtained an inheritance.

I'll sum it up this way. This blessing is that he guarantees our inheritance, or salvation, by giving us
the Holy Spirit.

[11: 03] So he's gonna speak about, in verse 11, our inheritance, right,
that we are heirs. Since we're adopted sons and daughters of God, since
we are his children, he has a future inheritance for us that we're gonna
receive in heaven, right?
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But we get part of it now. And so we have an inheritance, and he guarantees that inheritance, which
is our salvation, by the gift of the Holy Spirit, which he calls in verse 13, a sealing.

We're sealed with the Holy Spirit. We're made assured by the Holy Spirit. So let's dig into this a little
bit. Two parts. So verses 11 and 12, notice verse 11 and 12 uses the term we.

We have. And then in verse 13, notice it says, in him you also. So there's two different groups here.
So verses 13 and verses 11 and 12, we'll talk about the we.

And then in verses 13 and 14, we'll talk about the you. Who's the we and the you? Paul's talking
about the we, and then the you. So there's two groups, but they're all receiving the same thing.
[12:22] So part one is about the Jew sh believers. Jew sh believers, the
we part in this, receive the full eternal inheritance in Christ. They
receive. They're the ones, verse 12, who were the first to hope in

Christ.

Okay? The we. We Jewish believers, right? All the disciples and the apostles of Jesus were Jewish,
right? Very rarely do you see, but you do see in the Gospels, you do see Gentiles coming.

You see the centurion, right? You see, you see the Syrophoenician woman with the daughter
demonized, right? Who's coming to Christ, right? And he ministers to them.

But his primary focus first was to the Jews. And that was Paul's as well, to the Jew first and also to
the Greek, right?

Whoever Paul went, he went to the synagogue first, preached to the Jews, was usually rejected,
and went to the Gentiles in the street. So Jewish believers receive a full inheritance, eternal
inheritance in Christ.

[13:29] That's the we. W who are the first to hope, to the Jew first,
and then in verse 13, will be the Gentiles, to you also. You also, right?
You al so receive this inheritance.

You also are believers, right? Verse 13, you not only listened, but you also believed, right? So two
groups. And then what's inheritance?

So he says in verse 7, we have obtained an inheritance. So what's an inheritance? Any of you get
an inheritance? Anybody get an inheritance yet?

No? No? No? Wait. You got one? Yeah? Or maybe you're planning an inheritance for your children,
or your grandchildren, whatever. Right?

It's a promise, right? To give upon the death, right? To the children, and the grandchildren, et
cetera. So an inheritance.

[14:30] And this word in the Geek literally means to be appoi nted by
lot. That doesn't seemto help very nuch. Wat's that nean? Appoi nt nent
by lot. Well, biblically, renenmber in the A d Testanment, there was the
gi ving out of |and.

In the Old Testament, the different tribes inherited different lands, right? It was appointed by lot,
right? So once Joshua came into the promised land, they started, right, coming through the land,
and then they started appointing areas of the promised land to different tribes.

Right? So it's an appointed by lot. The promised land was parceled out to each tribe. So that's the
background on it.

But what does that mean today, right? Do we get that land? Do we get the promised land? By the
way, how big is the promised land? It's not very big, right?

In the big scope of things. It's about, from Galilee to Jerusalem, about 90 miles. So Galilee being up
north, and then Jerusalem, the heart of the south, 90 miles.

[15:43] A lot of fighting over that land, isn't there? Is that land, is
God still giving that land to the Jews, by the way? There's a debate
about that, but if you read the end of Joshua, it clearly says, God
fulfilled it.

God kept his promise. The land was done, it was fulfilled. But here's another thought. So, let's think
now, Hebrews. Let's think of the person, who was first given the land, Abraham.

Okay? What was his view on that promised land? Remember, he's the first one, that it was
promised to. He's the first one, that steps in the land. What did he think about it? It was already
occupied by other people, right?
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It wasn't very fruitful, at the time that he came. In fact, he experienced famines. So, it wasn't, not
much of a promised land, was it?

Well, here's the book of Hebrews, kind of explains to us, Abraham's view of it, when he came there.
Abraham, the man of faith.

[16:56] Here's how Hebrews 11 describes. By faith, Abraham obeyed, when
he was called, to go out to a place, when he was called, to go out to a
pl ace, that he was to receive, as an inheritance.

And he went out, not knowing where he was going. God just said, go, and I'll show you, when you
get there. And by faith, he went to live, watch this, he went to live, in the land of promise, as in a
foreign land.

He's living, in the land of promise, as, in a foreign land. In other words, it's supposed to be his land,
but he's living in it, as a foreigner. Living in tents, with Isaac, and Jacob, heirs with him, of the same
promise.

Why did he live in tents? Why didn't he stake down land? Do you know, that he never purchased,
any foot of that land, until Sarah died.

And he bought the cave, right? He bought the tomb. And that's where Sarah, he buried his wife, and
that's where he was buried, that's where Jacob, and his, and Rebecca, were married.

[18: 15] No, not Rebecca, with Leah. Wait a minute, am| nixing it up? No,
no, no, Isaac. History |esson. Abraham |saac, and Rebecca, right?

Yes. And then, Jacob, and not Rachel, but Leah. Because Leah was his first wife, and his wife of
promise. They were all buried in that land.

That's the only land Abraham ever bought. And he bought it by faith, because he's burying them for
the future resurrection. That's another sermon, but. So then, why did he do it?

Why did he live in tents? For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose
designer and builder is God. He lived in tents, not in a permanent home.

For he was looking for something else. Later, Hebrews 11 says, these all, talking about Abraham,
Sarah, Jacob, all died in faith, not having received the things promised.

[19: 29] Have we received all the things we've been prom sed? No. W're
still living in faith for future. Not having received the things

prom sed, but having seen them

Watch this now. Here's faith. Having seen them, and greeted them from afar. Having acknowledged
that they were strangers, and exiles on the earth, just like we are.

For people who speak thus, make it clear, that they are seeking a homeland, a real homeland. If
they had been thinking of that land, from which they had gone out, they would have opportunity to
return.

But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. What is the true promised land?

It is not that strip of land over there that's called Israel, which has shrunk over time. Now, does God,
does God, still plan to work through the Jews, and through that land over there?

[20:37] Sure. | nean, God can do whatever he wants. But the big picture,

t hat Abraham saw, and all those of faith, see, is not land. Not a small
strip of land, that's tenporary, but the true, eternal hone, where God
has built the city, not man, where it is lasting, where it is satisfying,
where it is truly home, where there are not fami nes, where there are not
eneni es.

Right? But there is security, and hope, and peace. We read of that land in the end of the book of
Revelation. So, how did they, it says, verse 11, they obtained it.

How did they obtain it? We obtained an inheritance. How? Having been predestined, according to
his purpose, who works all things, after the counsel of his will.

Oh, so, we got this inheritance, not because we did something, but because God said so. Because
God gifted it. Just like he gifted us, that we are adopted.

We were adopted. We were predestined to adoption. He planned that all along, and when he
planned that, since we're sons, he planned that we would have an inheritance, as well, that he'd just
keep giving to us.

[21:58] It's a gift. It's his plan. It's his purpose. It's his will. It's
his resolve. He did it according to the counsel of his owm will. So, he
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didn't ask anybody el se what they thought.

He planned it. For what purpose? Unto what end? Verse 12. To the end, that we who were the first
to hope in Christ should be to the praise of his glory.

That we who were the first to hope in Christ, that is, Jewish believers, right? Peter, James, John,
Paul, all of our apostles, and the 3,000 at Pentecost, which were Jews, and then the 5,000 later in
Acts, right?

And the many priests who came to believe in Christ. Those were the first ones. Primarily Jewish.
Then later, we see in Acts, what happens?

God sends a, because they're all camping out in Jerusalem, right? And we got all these people
camping out in Jerusalem, all these Jews, and the widows. Remember, the widows weren't being
fed, and now we have all these kind of problems, because the people won't go home.

[23:09] They're staying in Jerusalem And so God sends a persecution in
Acts 8 to get them back hone, because the nission is go honme and preach
Christ where you live. But you know how we are.

We like to just kind of stay where it's comfortable, and it's good, and all the good things happened,
and create problems for the leadership. So that, it illustrates, verse 12, it illustrates the glory of God
in these believers.

These believers, in other words, will be an example of God's grace. That we who were the first to
hope in Christ should be to the glory. So those Jews should be to the glory of God.

Why? Because they become an example of God's grace. who have now received an inheritance.
So that's part one.

It's not just to the Jews it's given, but now we see in verses 13 and 14, there's another group that
also, verse 13, in him you also, what?

[ 24:14] Have received this inheritance. You also are going to be vessels
that are to the glory and praise of God. So part two is Gentile

bel i evers.

Gentile believers received the Holy Spirit as proof of heaven. Just as the Jewish believers received
the full eternal inheritance in Christ, Gentile believers also received the Holy Spirit as proof of
heaven, as proof of the inheritance, as proof of salvation.

If we have the inheritance, then we must be sons. And if we're sons, we must be saved. So notice
verse 13, what happens to them?

In him you also, after listening to the message of the truth, the gospel of your salvation, having also
believed. Okay, so notice there's two parts.

There's a listening part, a hearing part, and then there's a believing part. What? They believed.
They did not just hear it and did not just assent to it.

[ 25: 21] They believed. They put their faith in it. They were convi nced of
it. They trusted and relied upon it. What is it that they believed, that
they put their faith in, that they were convinced of ?

Again, you also, after listening to what? The message of the truth, which he defines further as the
gospel of your salvation.

So two phrases there that are the same. You listen to the message of the truth, and which is the
gospel of your salvation.

So it's not just truth in general. | don't know if you noticed that | said the message of the truth.

Do your translations have the before the word truth? Put it there. It's there. It's there in the Greek.
And when it's there, when the the is there, it's defining.

[26:32] It's specific. It's about a particular truth, not just truth in
general . You shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.
Free.

Right? So it's a specific truth. And what is the specific truth? Verse 13 there. It's the gospel of your
salvation. That's the truth.

The gospel about your salvation. The good news of how you receive salvation. Two parts. First, you
listen. Then you believe.

You don't believe and then listen. So what does Romans 10 tell us about faith and hearing? Faith
comes by hearing.
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Hearing what? Hearing the word of Christ. Christ. Christ. Faith comes by. So faith, that's exactly
how faith comes. Faith doesn't come out of the air.

[27:30] Faith comes by hearing the nessage of Christ. That's how faith
cones. That's how faith grows. That's how faith is strengthened.

But that's how faith comes. Which is why we want to be under the word. Which is why we want to
be exposed to the word about Christ.

If we want our children saved, how do we do that? We want them exposed to the word of truth. The
gospel of salvation. It's a mystery how God does it, but he does it through this.

What Paul calls a foolish message, a crucified Savior, through a foolish method, preaching, and a
foolish means.

It's dependent on the work of the Holy Spirit, not the work of manipulation, or music, or stories, or
whatever to get people to believe. It's just done by God through foolish ways.

[28:37] So what happens when we believe? Verse 13. In him after
listening to the message of the truth, gospel of your salvation, having
al so believed, you were what?

Sealed. Does everybody have sealed? Sealed. In him, with the Holy Spirit of promise.

We're sealed. What is that? What is sealing? Do | feel that? Is there a mark?

The word seal can mean a mark, marked with a seal. When Jesus was buried in the tomb, they
rolled the big stone over it, and the Romans put a seal on there to secure it.

If you break the seal, then they know somebody's gotten in, right? So it's a seal. It's a mark of
ownership. It's a mark of confirmation. Scrolls.

[ 29:40] When they sent scrolls, they were sealed with wax, right? And
they woul d usually have the identity of the one sending it on there. So
again, a mark of ownership, a mark of identity.

He says also, verse 13, it's a sealed in him, in Christ. In other words, all of this is done through the
work of Christ with the Holy Spirit of promise.

So how's the Holy Spirit of promise? When was the Holy Spirit promised? So, upper room, upper
room, the night before Christ was on trial and crucified, the upper room, the Gospel of John has five
chapters covering that one night.

John has 21 chapters. He devotes five of his chapters to one night. And Jesus, from John 13, 14,
15, 16, 17, talked about the Holy Spirit over and over and over again.

And Jesus basically said, right, he says, I'm going away, but it's to your advantage that | go away
because if | go away, then | will do what? | will send the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, the Baraclete,
the one called alongside to you, | will send him to you.

[31:12] And over and over again, he tal ks about what the Holy Spirit will
do. He will confort you. He will teach you. He will bring things back to
your remenbrance. He will witness to you. And he will w tness through
you.

He will convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment as you go out and give the message,
it's not your job to convict. That's the Holy Spirit's job. He will convict as you just give the truth.

He's the one who draws. So, that's the promise. Jesus said, he will come. He will dwell in you,
right? He will not leave you. | will never leave you or forsake you because | will send this Holy Spirit
to you.

He is just like me, by the way. He is another helper. He's another one just like me, but he won't be
in flesh. He will be permanently indwelling within you.

He will indwell you. He will empower you. He will teach you. He will witness. On and on and on and
on. | mean, the Holy Spirit does. So, we've been talking, this morning, we just talked in our morning
class about the Trinity.

[32:16] What's the Trinity? What's the role of the Trinity? R ght? Wiat's
the Father do? We learn in Ephesians 1 here, what does the Father do?
Verse 4, he does what? He chooses us.

Verse 5, he does what? He adopts us. Right? What does Christ do? Christ is the one who
accomplishes all the work, so we're chosen in him.

We're predestined in him. We have, we have redemption, verse 7, in him. In him also, we have the
Holy Spirit.
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So everything, so the Father starts everything. He chooses, he plans, he predestines, right? After
the counsel of his own will, he does these things, and then he accomplishes, he sends his son, and
the son accomplishes the work.

The son finishes the work. On the cross, it's done. | did all the work. | did everything the Father told
me to do. Last of all was to lay down my life willingly for the sheep.

[33:24] Right? So then what does the Holy Spirit do? What's the rol e of
the Holy Spirit? He resides. So Jesus acconplishes, the Holy Spirit
applies it.

All that Jesus has done, he takes, the Holy Spirit takes, and puts, you know, he comes and dwells,
and then he seals, he empowers, he applies all that work to us.

That's his work. And then he never leaves us. It's an incredible gift. It's an incredible gift.

So what's, who is this Holy Spirit? We see verse 14, who is given. So he adds this also. We're
sealed with, in Christ, with the Holy Spirit of promise.

Who, the Holy Spirit, who is given to us as a pledge of our inheritance. I'm reading from the New
American Standard.

[34:29] As a pledge of our inheritance. | think the ESV has guarantee.
Guar antee of our inheritance. NIV, | think, mght have sonething |ike
deposi t.

So there's lots of different words translating this, this Greek word. Guarantee, pledge, uh, uh, uh,
uh, lost the other word.

Um, deposit, deposit. Down payment. Down payment. So here, here's the Holy Spirit. So
remember, we're talking about inheritance. We have this inheritance.

It's an eternal inheritance. We have that because of Christ. We have it because we're, we've been
predestined to be adopted. So we are the sons and children of God.

And so God saves us. God forgives us. And then God makes a plan for eternity to give us more, to
give us an inheritance, a home, right?

[35:27] A new body. Al these things that are coming later. But we
haven't, like the A d Testanent saints, we have the prom se but we
haven't received those things yet.

| would love to have the new body already. I, | would just love that. Right? | mean, pain goes away
and all that kind of thing. Uh, um, but no, that's future.

In this body we still groan. Right? Looking forward to the other one. That helps us want the other
one more. So we don't have that. But we do have one thing.

We have the guarantee of all those future blessings. And that's the Holy Spirit. He's the deposit.
That's kind of a rude way to talk about the Holy Spirit. He's much more than that.

But in that kind of sense of the ultimate promise, he's the first part of it. In modern Greek, this word
for pledge or deposit or guarantee, in modern Greek, it's the word for engagement ring.

[36:33] So the Holy Spirit is our engagenent ring, so to speak, using
nodern Greek. That's a, | like that a little bit. That, because we are
going to have a wedding later, right?

We are going to finally be joined with Christ. We'll have the marriage feast of the Lamb and be with
Christ finally. So, and all of this is to the praise again.

Notice last phrase in verse 14, to the praise of His glory. He said that several times. He said it in
verse 6, right? We're adopted to the praise of the glory of His grace.

verse 12, we have this inheritance, which is ultimately to the praise of His glory. And now verse 14,
we have now the Holy Spirit who's the wedding or the engagement ring of our inheritance to the
praise of His glory.

So that we, in other words, so that we, in recognition of what we would receive, would praise Him.
we would now give Him praise and credit and thanks.

[37:48] So what difference does this gift of the Holy Spirit nmake? How
does it inpact our lives today? | would imagine pretty significantly,
right? 2 Corinthians 5 talks about this whole, this whole transition

t hi ng.

Our, our, our present body and our future body eases different terms. Paul says, for we know that if
the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, this body, then we have a building from God, a house

Downloaded from https://yetanothersermon.host - 2026-03-02 10:21:47



not made with hands but eternal in the heavens.

So he's talking about a new body. For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling.
If indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked.

For while we are still in this tent we groan being burdened. So in other words, normal, normal,
groanings, normal.

That kind of makes me feel better because I, | seem to groan more lately. But, it doesn't stop there.
The verses keep going so read on.

[38:59] Not that we would be unclothed but that we would be further
clothed so that what is nortal this body nay be swall owed up by life. He
who has prepared us for this very thing is God who has given us the
spirit as a guarantee.

There it is again. He's given us the spirit as a guarantee of that new body, as a guarantee of that
new life. So we, here's the application. What difference does that make?

So we are always of good courage. | tell you, those hit me right between the eye. Those words. Ed,
what do we usually say?

How you doing? Better than | deserve? Better than | deserve? Or, or, or, or, or, or, or, or, or, or, or,
or, or, groaning.

And, and, and I, we joke about that a little bit, but it's also, that's my attempt of being honest. Not
just say, okay. | say, you know, I, I, I'm okay, but I'm struggling.

[40:11] That's ny way of saying that. Yet here, he says, so we are always
of good courage. Even though we groan, we're always of good courage.

Because there's something better coming. Something better coming. So it might be better to say,
Ed, might be better to say, how you doing? Looking forward to that new body. Right? | have
something like that.

Yeah. I'm a good cheer. I'm looking forward to that. Something like that. We know that while we are
at home in the body, we are away from the Lord. For we walk by faith, not by sight.

So we know as long as here, I'm away from the Lord. Yes, we are of good courage. And we would
rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. Amen. So whether we are at home or
away, what do we do?

We complain and we groan. No. We make it our aim to please him. | mean, when we're away with
him, that's easy, easy peasy to please him.

[41:17] When we're away in this body here, well, that's where we wal k by
faith. That's where we are of good cheer because we | ook forward to what
God has in store for us.

So know how Paul describes the now and later. Now we groan, we burden, we long for heaven, but
later, Lord, right, we rejoice. We are confident.

We walk by faith. We aim to please him. We are always of good courage. So let me meddle in these
last few minutes here. Let me ask you some questions for you to reflect on.

Do you know, do you know you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit? Do you know? And | ask that,
so if you say yes, then there's a follow-up question.

How do you know? How do you know? Has God given you proof that he has saved you? So you
have asked him into your life.

[42: 26] You have repented. You have turned to him You have asked him
into your life. Do you know that he has cone into your life? Do you know
t hat he has changed you? Do you have assurance?

And the assurance comes from a changed life. Not merely a feeling. | think feeling's part of it. That
assurance of the Holy Spirit, that's part him witnessing to our spirit.

But how do | know I'm not fooling myself with that, right? So there's other evidence that God works
through me. So if I'm born again, | am, | have some new things.

Right? And we're going to talk about in chapter 4 of Ephesians, right, that there's this old part of our
life that's still hanging on and we're to put it off and we're to put on the new. You know, there's an
intentionality to it.

There's a deliberateness to our walking worthy. We don't just passively go. We are thinking, okay,
put that off, put that off, put this on, renew my mind, renew my mind.
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[43: 36] How do you know? Have you seen the work of the Holy Spirit in
your life? Is there evidence of newlife in you? In other words, has God
changed your desires fromungodly to godly?

Has he changed your feeling toward him from hatred to love? Even if you grew up in church, if
you're not yet saved, you hate God, if you're honest.

| realize that later because you're not supposed to say that in church. Do you hate your sin? You
still fall, you still sin, but do you hate your sin?

That's different. Do you now love his commands and desire to do them as well as you can by the
help of the Holy Spirit?

Are you aware of your need for the Spirit's power, for the Spirit's enabling? Right? So your prayers
change from Lord, help me to, okay, empower me, enable me.

[44:49] Go into a neeting, give ne your words. Right? Not nmy words, but
give me your words. Gve nme wisdomto know how to respond or answer or do
whatever with this nmeeting or this person.

Last question is this, have you not just heard the gospel, but have you believed the gospel? have
you been convinced that the gospel is true?

Have you then embraced the gospel of Christ, your need for him and his rescue of you? Is your faith
alive?

So if not, if not, if you don't think you have believed or maybe your belief, there's different kinds of
belief, like | cannot believe the idea but not be, not have a living faith.

If not, then seek Jesus. Here's the altar call, okay? Not to this altar but to that one. Seek Jesus. Ask
him to give you new life.

[46:05] Ask himto give you his Holy Spirit. Ask himto awaken you to his
good news. Ask himto change you. And keep asking until he gives it to
you.

Okay? Keep asking. So it doesn't rest on something you did because you prayed that but it rests on
his actual doing in you.

If you keep praying like that, he will answer. And | have found the Father one who doesn't always
answer on the first ring.

Because he's maybe testing me a little bit. And testing you. How much do you really want this life?
How much do you really want this peace?

How much do you really want this rescue? So that's my altar call. Let's close. Father, we thank you
for your word.

[47:08] What a trenendous word, Lord. This inheritance that we have. It's
future. And yet, Father, it links us with the patriarchs who were given
prom ses but they saw that those prom ses were not answered on this realm
but in the future.

And Lord, we have those kind of things too. You've promised us so much more. You've blessed us
with great blessings in this world and yet you want to bless us more with those future things.

Well, we thank you, Lord, that you don't just leave us hanging but you give us your very own Holy
Spirit to indwell us and empower us and to awaken us, to draw us back to you.

Not to shame us with guilt but to convict us in a way that draws us to you gently. We thank you.
What a tremendous gift.

Help us to praise you. Help us to praise your Son and help us to praise your Spirit today. We ask in
Christ's name. Amen. Amen.
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